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When a baby is born with Epidermolysis Bullosa, the diagnosis is devastating. New parent’s joy quickly turns to despair as 
they are forced to learn the cruel and painful reality this disease will have on the lives of their new-born, family and friends. 
The Wilkes family knows this all too well, in 2010 their daughter Tilly was born with EB. In 2013 the Wilkes family with 
the help of their friends and the wider EB community turned this despair into motivation and launched the Cotton Ball. That 
inaugural event aimed to raise $100,000 to fund a dedicated part-time EB nurse at Melbourne’s Royal Children’s Hospital. 
On that amazing night more than $400,000 was raised. The dedicated EB nurse remains employed at RCH today, thanks to 
the ongoing work of DEBRA Australia. 

In the decade since that first Cotton Ball, a lot has changed. We have established the EB Research Partnership Australia, a 
charity dedicated to funding and driving the world’s leading research into ground-breaking EB treatments and ultimately, a 
cure. We are extremely proud of what we have achieved, but it is only possible with the support of wonderful people like you.

For the 500,000 People worldwide living with Epidermolysis Bullosa,  
the Question of a Cure Isn’t “If.”  It’s Only “When.”

The biggest obstacle to curing EB isn’t science, its funding!!
The Wilkes family started fundraising in 2013 with the inaugural Cotton Ball. Proudly, 2023 marks the 10th Anniversary 
of the Cotton Ball – and it’s sure to be a fabulous night filled with entertainment, hospitality, reflection, celebration – and 
of course fundraising.  

The Cotton Ball Committee is proud of the achievements and impact that has been realised over the last 10 years – and the 
decade of success is attributed to the continued support of sponsors, contributors and guests. Through cash and product  
in-kind sponsorships, the fundraising is optimised and money directed back to where it is most needed.  

We invite you to review event sponsorship opportunities to consider where you or your business may be able to assist. 
Whether it be purchasing a table, donating an auction item or sponsoring a segment of the event; your support and 
investment is greatly appreciated.  

We thank you for your consideration.  

COTTON BALL COMMITTEE 
Corey Wilkes, Ashley Thompson, Kylie Neville, Melinda Hatton, Emma Raciti, Kurtis Wilkes, Andrew Yodgee, Matthew Moore, Mick 

McLean, Jody Jones, Gavin Shaw, Louise Hamilton, Andrew Moore, Travis Lane, Nina Azzopardi. 

What is EB? Epidermolysis Bullosa or EB is a family of rare genetic disorders that affect the body’s largest organ: 
the skin. Individuals with EB lack critical proteins that bind the skin’s layers together. Without these proteins, the skin 
tears apart, blisters, and shears off leading to severe pain, disfigurement, and wounds that may never heal.

the Cotton Ball 
10TH ANNIVERSARY

The 10th anniversary of the Cotton Ball will be held on 12 May, 2023 at Crown Palladium.

The event will play host to approximately 800 loyal guests, consisting of influential corporate stakeholders,  
Melbourne business and sporting networks, plus an engaged and supportive group of families and friends who support 
EB Research Partnership (Australia) (Epidermolysis Bullosa). 

Event Fundraising 
The Cotton Ball offers Gold Table partnerships for $5,000 and Silver Tables for $2,900.  Each table hosts 10 guests.

The evening also plays host to various fundraising activities including a live auction, silent auction, event raffle, 
Champagne bar, donations and pledges. 

Sponsorship Opportunities
We are seeking sponsors in various categories, including Event Partners across beverage and activation sponsors,  
Live and Silent Auction, Raffle Partners and Table Partners.  These sponsorships are imperative to the fundraising 
success of the night – and crucial for the ongoing research into finding a cure for EB!
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THE CAUSE
The EB Research Partnership is the largest global organisation dedicated to finding a cure for Epidermolysis Bullosa 
(EB). The Cotton Ball has been a major supporter of that mission, raising more than  $2 million  in support of sufferers 
and innovative life changing research projects around the world to find a cure for EB. 

Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB) attacks the body’s largest organ — skin — and not just the skin we see but also the 
connective tissue and organs inside of us.

It results in wounds that never heal, disfigurement, blisters, bleeding, and ever-present pain. It is lethal for many.  
If that sounds awful, imagine how it feels to the children born with it. 

With skin as fragile as the wings of a butterfly, everyday pleasures like eating, sleeping, walking & playing — can 
bring fear and pain.

We have a plan to defeat EB. It’s a plan that not only promises to change the lives of families fighting this disease but 
also to change the way rare disease treatments are found. 

Scientists have identified the mutation that leads to EB. They believe they know how to fix the problem. 

In 2021 alone, EBRPA awarded $5.2m in grants funding 13 innovative research projects, accelerating cutting-
edge technology with the potential to heal all subtypes of EB across 6 countries. They included a diverse portfolio 
of approaches including gene therapy, gene editing, CAR T-cell therapy, topical wound healing, and treatments for 
squamous cell carcinoma. 

We prioritise funding for projects that have a plan to be in the hands of patients in the next 1-4 years and will lead to 
significantly improving the quality of lives of those living with EB or are curative.

We thank for being part of the journey. Your support is making a meaningful difference in accelerating the path to 
healing EB.

OUR IMPACT
EB RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP (AUSTRALIA) #healEB 

The EB Research Partnership is the largest global organisation dedicated to finding a cure for Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB).

 - In 2021 EBRP funded 13 innovative research projects in 6 countries, accelerating cutting-edge technology with 
potential to heal all forms of EB, totaling over $5.2M in grant awards.

 - And this year, in 2022 the first ever treatment for EB was approved in the European Union and plans are underway 
for approval in other countries including Australia. This is the first treatment available for people with EB, apart 
from bandages and pain relief and it represents monumental progress in the quest to cure EB. 

 - 3 further clinical trials are in the final phase before approval by the United States Federal Drug Administration, 
giving hope to families and sufferers around the world that we will heal EB. 

 - Over the last 10 years, we have raised over $40 million for 100 EB research projects, directly impacting the 
clinical landscape for EB. Since our founding, the number of clinical trials in EB has increased more than 15 
times, from just 2 clinical trials in 2010 to over 30 today.

With your support for the 500,000 people  
living with Epidermolysis Bullosa worldwide,  

the question of a cure isn’t “If.” it’s only “When.”
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LIVE & SILENT AUCTION SPONSOR
The Auctions are a highlight of the Cotton Ball.  Sponsors of the Auctions are awarded the opportunity to showcase 
the company’s products and/or services. 

Live Auction - We aim to receive 10 items with value from $10,000+

Silent Auction – We aim to receive 100  items with values from $250+

MAIN EVENT RAFFLE SPONSOR
Tickets into the main event raffle go on sale approximately 3 months prior to the Cotton Ball and are marketed to the 
broad supporter network including event supporters, local business and sporting groups, EB Research Partnership 
(Australia) channels and Committee Member networks.

LIVE AUCTION BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
- Publicity on the evening via the Auctioneer and MC 

- Logo recognition, product explanation and images on the AV screens  during item auction 

- Auction item summary including logo, item description and imagery in event collateral

 • If investment exceeds $20,000 a full-page colour advertisement in the event collateral is offered

- Alignment to EB Research Partnership (Australia) . 

SILENT AUCTION BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
- Company name and/or logo, item description and imagery displayed on the automated bidding system  

and physically (where appropriate) in the Silent Auction display.

*The Committee reserves the right to determine prize inclusion across Live Auction, Silent Auction or Raffle

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
- Pre-event recognition with logo and product/service description in printed raffle booklets and online  

sales platform 

- Publicity at the Cotton Ball including MC recognition  

- Logo recognition on relevant Partner page of the event collateral and AV screens throughout the night 

- If investment exceeds $20,000 a full page colour advertisement in the event collateral, plus inclusion in the 
raffle promotion EDM is awarded;  If between $15,000 - $20,000 a half page colour advertisement is offered

- Alignment to EB Research Partnership (Australia) 

ENTERTAINMENT SPONSOR
The Entertainment sponsorship is critical in bringing the best in entertainment to the event, creating an exciting 
atmosphere and memorable evening for guests. 

Entertainment sponsorship packages available from $10,000 - $40,000; in consideration of partial 
entertainment sponsor to full entertainment and AV sponsorship.

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
- Publicity on the evening including MC and Performer recognition

- Prominent logo placement on relevant Partner page of the event collateral and AV screens

- A $40,000 investment will provide Headline Entertainment Naming Rights Partner – with significant brand 
representation on the night, plus a full-page colour advertisement in the event collateral

- Alignment to EB Research Partnership (Australia)

*The Committee reserves the right to select all event entertainment.

CHAMPAGNE BAR
The Champagne Bar is a key fundraising component of the event and takes prime position at the event, awarding the 
sponsor brand prominent exposure throughout the event. 

A minimum cash/product investment of  $7,500 is required.  

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
- Naming Rights of the Champagne Bar, including bar signage

- Half page colour advertisement in the event collateral

- Prominent logo placement on relevant Partner page of the event collateral and AV screens

- Publicity on the evening including MC recognition 
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EVENT PARTNERS
We are proud to offer various types and levels of Event Partnerships for the 2023 Cotton Ball.  Sponsors may choose 
to support via direct cash contribution to assist in funding your nominated event activity or an in-kind contribution via 
the provision of product and/or service. 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
The Committee welcomes the opportunity to discuss additional sponsorship involvement that aligns to your 
business and its service / product.  Please reach out to the Committee if you would like to discuss bespoke 
Sponsorship arrangements.

To express your interest in becoming a Sponsor of the Cotton Ball 10th Anniversary,  
please contact: 

Cara Connor
0431 592 666
cara@curateanddeliver.com.au

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

Event Sponsorships available: 

- Volunteering Partner – valued from $5,000

- Auction Bidding System Partners – valued from $7,000

- Beverage Partner – valued from $3,000 (Beer) | $6,000 (Wine)

- Graphic Design and/or Print Partners – valued from $4,000

- Photography and/or Videography Partner – valued from $2,000

- Activation Partners (Photobooth, Lolly Bar, Hampers/Gifts) – valued from $2,000

A minimum investment of $2,000 via cash, goods or services is requested. The value may be determined by the 
partnership alignment e.g., Equivalent cost of photobooth installation. 

Sponsorship benefits will be offered in relation to the value of the contribution.  
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